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BESSHI COPPER MINES MEMORIAL HALL
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Location /Ehime Prefecture
Owner /Sumitomo Metal Mining Co., Ltd.
(representative for the Sumitomo Group)
Design/ NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects, and engineers

Contractor / Sumitomo Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion / April, 1975
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REVIEW Motoo Take
Masato Otaka
Takeshi Yoshinari

We have seen many different kinds of
buildings. But there have been few that are
really awe-inspiring. The Besshi Copper Mines
Memorial Hall no doubt is one of them.

When we were led to the front of the
building where we saw its shrub-covered in-
clined roof, we frankly were not specially
impressed, because the sight seemed some-
what irrelevant to the precincts of the sacred
place. On step inside, however, we were all
awestricken. The space leading from the
entrance, on which the light from the mezza-
nine windows softly fell, to the foyer of the
low, dark display room reminded us of the
entrance to a mine. Standing there, we were
struck by the same kind of emotion and
excitement that one feels when walking into a
real mine. When we stepped into the foyer,
we found a space entirely different from the
outside with only the light from the illumi-
nation there showing our way. And in the
display room, another even more unusual
kind of space waited for us. It was like a
passage leading to the bottom of the earth
which, perhaps, was the kind of image the
architect had in mind in designing this build-
ing. As we went further down, different vistas
unfolded before our eyes, creating a tense
atmosphere of a sort.

As our eyes got accustomed to the dark-
ness, we were able to more clearly see the
various things there, including the copper
colored porcelain tiles on the foyer floor, the
dimly shining ceiling of the display room, the
heavy carpet, the foot lamps that looked like
hand lanterns and the display stands. All the
items on display were very impressive.

There was a model of a 200 meter deep
mine which miners are said to have relying
solely on a map and their memories. It was a
complicated -net-like structure made out of
wires and looked as if it were an abstract
sculpture. We were particularly impressed to
see the worn out surface of the handle of a
hand pump which the miners used to pump
out water from the mine in days gone by
when there was no electricity. Every one of
these items on display there reflected the
builder’s love towards the mine with a history
of 300 vyears now closed and abandoned.
Good planning and layout made this building
a success.

As we went through the last display room
and reached the bottom floor, we came to an
outdoor display area -which looked like a
court. By the sunlight of the outside world,
we were brought back to realities. Miners
coming out of the mine must have felt the
same way, we thought. How valuable sunshine
is! ... they must have thought.

The chipped concrete surfaces reflecting
the dim light looked superb, showing the skill

of the artisans and all thé efforts that went
into the construction of the memorial.

We strongly felt that if an architectual
work has any dramatic element that strikes
the hearts of different people — people who
plan construction of a building and people
whao build it — space can give the marrative
for that drama, as in the case of this
memorial. The Besshi Copper Mines
Memorial Hall, in this respect, can be called
a real masterpiece.
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“History conner of the exhibition room

Entranc e ) R—) trance hall

Display hall and staircase to the exhibition hall
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