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HAKUSHIKA MEMORIAL MUSEUM OF SAKE
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location
owner
architects

contractor

Hyogo Prefecture

Hakushika Memorial Museum of Sake
Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.

completion date——April 18,1982
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Bll 8F Kinpei Koshiyama
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In 1662, the Tatsuma family established
a saké brewery on a vast site in Nada,
not far from Nishinomiya bay, a place
long famous for the production of this
beverage. Some of the many pieces of
historically valuable architecture built
on that site survive today. During the
320 years of the firm’s operation,
methods of making saké have been
modernized; and many of the old build-
ings and kinds of equipment are now
obsolete. This museum, which consists
of a new exhibition building plus
several old brick warehouses and resi-
dences, was opened in April, 1982, to
display artistic and craft objects related
to saké brewing. The site is about 7,600
square meters in area, and the combined
floor area of the old and new buildings
is 4,800 square meters.

Because of existing roads, the
museum is divided into three blocks. On
a long, narrow, north-south-oriented
plot on the east is the Memorial Hall,
the newly built museum housing craft
and art objects. Of reinforced concrete,
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it is clad with ceramic bricklike tiles and
represents meticulously careful work-
manship in all its parts. The exterior is
intended to harmonize with the much
older brick warehouses on the site. The
interior spaces are admirably restrained
in design to show the things on display
to better advantage.

In the central block stands the so-
called Tatsumi Warehouse, which has
brick walls surmounted by a highly
impressive wooden strut structure. As
the main entrance to the museum, it
houses largely shops and a limited
amount of display space.

In the west block, the largest of the
three, stands the combination Japanese-
and Western-style residence called the
Kijiré house, where the owner of the
brewery lived in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. The account-
ing desk where the company books were
kept is preserved and on display in this
building. Part of the adjoining ware-
house has been remodeled to offer
visitors a systematically arranged ex-
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planation of the way sake is made from
rice. In terms of harmonizing new build-
ings with old conserved and restored
ones, the almost abstinent restraint of
the interior and exterior of the new
museum wing was well received by the
judges. Though some people voiced the
opinion that a modern building is
entitled to be self-assertive and unre-
strained, since the architect’s aim was to
emphasize the old buildings and keep
the new one in the background, he
chose the correct policy in imposing
utmost restraint on his design. The
boldness with which he carries that
policy out results in a refreshing work
of architecture.

Unfortunately, movement among the
facilities is to an extent obstructed by
the roads that, as has been said, divide
the site into three blocks. It would have
been excellent if something had been
done — an open cut used to create an
underground passage between the
Memorial and the Tatsumi warehouse,
for example — to rectify this situation.
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