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JAPAN CASTLE RESEARCH CENTER

FrfEH,/ FE R IR T AET68-258 Location ~Himeji City, Hyogo Prefecture
BEE IERT Owner /Himeji City
HEtE /MRS ARBEEBA Architect /Kume Architects-Engineers
WILE EERREASH Contractors /Kajima Corporation

A S IE A Kanzaki-Gumi Co., Ltd.
% I, 1990F 2 B28H Completion Date ~February, 1990
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The site is part of a special historical preserve in the vicinity
of Himeji Castle, an officially designated national treasure.
On the south side of the research center, built to commem-
orate the centennial of the incorporation of Himeji city, are
located the Hyogo Prefectural Historical Museum and the
Himeji Municipal Museum of Art. Kenzo Tange designed
the beautiful white-chalk stone history museum; the art
museum is housed in a red-brick building that was formerly
the city hall. The castle research center further defines the
educational nature of the district by adding still another
artistic and informational facility to the complex.

Combining the functions of a central municipal library
and a research center for Himeji and other castles all over
the world, the building is only 2 stories. The highest point of
the flat-slab gabled roof is only 12m. Keeping the building
low to emphasize the height of the castle nearby necessi-
tated putting stacks and machinery rooms in the spacious
basement, which is ventilated and dehumidified by periph-
eral dry areas.

The double wall structure is stone-clad on the first floor
and precast-concrete frame on the second. This structure
casts deep shadows both inside and outside. The nontradi-
tional design is new but calm. Spacious open stacks and a
skillfully placed, windowside reading room are on the first
story. A functionally promising high-vision room is on the
second story. Charming compositional sculptures by Aiko
Miyawaki grace the centrally placed second-story patio. A
casually planned buffer zone adapts the research center
gently to its environment.

Although they can be considered as separate divisions,
the castle archives and main section of the library on the
south are integrated into the whole by means of connec-
tions at the entrance and the patio and by the sight of the
lively coming and going of visitors. The skillful way the
building has been blended with its setting is most apparent
from a view of Himeji castle in its wooded setting as it is
reflected in the pond on the western side.
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