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Location,”Minato-ku, Tokyo
Owner,“Japan Tobacco Inc.
Architect,”NIKKEN SEKKEI Ltd.

“Taisei Corporation

Kajima Corporation

Toda Corporation

JT Real Estate Co.,Ltd.
Completion Date ' Mar. 1995

entrance.
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+7 1« 2R Interior of the typical office floor.
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View from the plaza on the north.
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This combination company headquarters and tenant building
makes excellent use of its site location. Although neighboring
hospitals, printing companies, and news agencies all cover their
sites to the full extent, the bold planning concept of the JT
Building leaves the larger part of the land area open as a rest
and relaxation zone for all passersby.

Four huge posts raise the 30-story office tower to a height of
about 20m from ground level, which, with the exception of the
entrance lobby and some commercial facilities, is public space.
For a calmer mood, trees have been planted in a curving line
in the plaza adjacent to the road on the front side of the site.
By contrasting with the stone cladding of the walls supporting
the elevated office tower, sculptural art works greatly lighten the
mood of the open space. For example, a suspended sculpture
of metal pipe and cables has become a familiar local eye-catcher.
Another work of sculpture seems to float in the pool in the
atrium beneath the office tower. In the second-floor hall, mural
panels in deep verdigris tones integrate with the architecture and
humanize the space.

Natural ventilation, considered difficult to achieve in high-
rise buildings, is made possible by the use of 2-layer air-flow
-system windows in the office-tower curtain walls. This both
contributes to energy conservation and improves the after-hours
working environment.

The most striking feature of the exterior is the design of the
rooftop heliport. Its interesting round-bottom shape differs from
the taper form seen frequently in New York and other large
cities. Articulation into concave forms lightens the impression
the design produces when viewed from below. The evolution
of new disaster-prevention methods will no doubt result in
different technology and novel silhouettes. But this heliport
represents one of the latest trends.

Deep vertical troughs set at 45 degrees in the tower corners
accommodate duct space and, by adding sculptural tension and
the severity of line-and-plane compositions, relieve the mo-
notony common to such structures.

The design makes full use of available technology and treats
finishing and details in such a way as to simplify maintenance
and administration. New techniques—box suspension for
exterior panels and traveling trolleys — were developed for the
construction work. From the very outset, art was combined with
orthodox design methods in an ideal cooperative system that
elevates the industry image by creating a new landmark in the
Toranomon district of Tokyo.
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