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Higashi-Hongan-ji Reception Hall
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Location,”Shimogyo-ku, Kyoto City, Kyoto

Owner,/The Shinshu Otani-ha
Architects /' Kajima Corporation
Design supervisor,”Shin Takamatsu
Contractor,/Kajima Corporation
Completion Date “Feb., 1998
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facing page: Skylight around the circle-shaped stone roof reflecting the setting sunlight.
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Circle-shaped stone roof of the reception hall on the basement and white sand in the garden.
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View in the twilight.
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Dby TS54 LKA ABKRTA T facing page: Foyer with light from the skylight.
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Audio-visual hall with seating caoacity of 346.
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Stairwell to the underground hall.
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Higashi-Honganji, whose majestic tiled roofs rise over the
central part of Kyoto, is one of the biggest monasteries in
Japan. It is one of the main elements shaping the core of the
ancient capital and is one of the finest expressions of Buddhist
architecture in the country. This building, constructed to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of the death of Rennyo,
who revived the Jodo Shinshu, includes an information cen-
ter, exhibition room and assembly room used to educate
worshipers.

The site was a beautiful garden of white gravel surrounded
by traditional wood-construction buildings. A new facility
centered around a large hall was to be constructed underneath
this area and covered by a new garden of white gravel. The
client was very decisive and approved the bold project without
hesitation. This decisiveness was key to the project’s success.
The design of the facility, down to the smallest details, is
characterized by a natural quality.

From an existing reception area, worshipers are led down a
ramp, which doubles as an exhibition gallery, to the new
underground space. This contemporary space enables visitors
to see the older wooden buildings in a new way. The under-
ground area is brightly lit and spacious and does not give the
impression of being tightly enclosed. The light from the to-
plights and a lightwell is put to effective use. These toplights
aboveground become sources of light at night; one takes the
form of a stylized sun and the other takes a crescent shape. The
result is a magnificent garden, symbolic yet easy to understand.
A magnificent space in which traditional architecture and
contemporary architecture confront each other yet coexist has
been created.

The construction took place under extremely difficult condi-
tions. The site was small and surrounded by historic wooden
buildings. In addition, the temple was visited by countless
visitors while work was going on. Moreover, nearly the entire
building had to be buried underground, in an area next to a
subway line. In response, the builder carried out careful
waterproofing measures; a double layer was created on the
exterior wall of the basement, and means of removing any
water that penetrated the basement were devised. The exposed
concrete work on the complex geometrical wall surface of the
underground assembly hall, the special shoring work under-
neath the extended eaves of the existing wooden structures and
the details to waterproof the toplights, which are major features
of the design, are all technically noteworthy.

The planner, supervisor, architect, and builder have put their
different talents to use and have worked together magnificently.
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