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Fukushima Prefectural Koriyama School for the Physically Handicapped

Location / Koriyama City, Fukushima Prefecture

FhfE /BEERMLUMEHEFE/ &81-2
BEX /BEERYBEERER Owner / Fukushima Prefectural Board of Education
HETE /ARt MHREE Architect / Yui Architects & Planners
BIE/GXatt AANITEE Contractors / Oba Corporation

“¥Xet ELE Kageyama Corporation
®TH,/2001%3816H Completion Date / March 16, 2001
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Seen lunch-room through slope.

Right: Slope and Library.
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HEET—Y A= Class room and work space.
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The transparency and unique character of the school, apparent in
photographs, are even more impressive when one is actually standing in
front of the facility. It almost takes one's breath away. The thin, seemingly
weightless roofs, the abundance of curtain wall and glass, the white painted
walls, the exposed concrete, the galbarium steel plate walls and roofs —
the exquisite proportions and scale of these features captivate the observer.
The interior is just as impressive. The architect placed great importance
on eye contact between users and on the introduction of daylight. The
sun penetrates every corner of the interior. The light reflected off the white
walls is soft yet bright. Nothing obstructs the view; the space is everywhere
transparent. The architect has been most successful in achieving his goal in
the playroom with the spiral ramp.

After the scheme was selected in a limited proposal-type competition,
the architect conducted a workshop with the users of the facility and
developed the design. Working with such sincerity demanded enormous
effort; the architect's office is small, but he also had the cooperation
of students from the graduate school where he teaches. The architect,
possessed of good intentions and a sense of mission, did much more than
he was obligated to do; he demonstrated a passionate commitment to the
project.

The preexisting facility continued to be used during the rebuilding
process; as a result the construction, undertaken in three stages, took three
years to complete. It must have been difficult to carry out the project while
making certain that the handicapped children were not inconvenienced
physically or psychologically, but there is nothing labored about the superb
layout.

Such projects tend to present the builder with many difficulties, but a
joint venture of local builders successfully carried out this project. The fact
that the builders actively participated in a workshop together with users
and the architect during the construction process was also praiseworthy.

The children are said to have become more cheerful and animated in
the new facility. The director of the school was highly pleased by both the
process and the result of the process.

However, the architecture, beautiful and magnificent as it is, also
faces dangers that works of modern architecture once subject to. It will be

necessary to examine the work again in the future.
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