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Location / Yokohama-city, Kanagawa Prefecture
Owners / Yokohama Customs
Ministry of Land. Infrastructure and Transport
Kanto Regional Development Bureau
Architects / KOHYAMA Atelier
Architecture Planning Landscape design
workshop
Hidetoshi Ohno / The University of Tokyo
Contractors/ Toda Corporation
The Zenitaka Corporation
Completion Date / November 26, 2003

FEESTYIDIE  Night view of court and lounge.
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3MEIB4ERISZE=E  Old special meeting room on the third floor.

ZOvINE  Interior of lounge.
HFE Court.
R

™~

SEIERERE

Old room for the chief of customs on the third floor.

PRERE

1BT>R5>X Entrance on the first floor.
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REINSES Eastview.

FEfIZ77HY—R  Facade on the west.
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SEEHH Akira Kuryu
R1l1#A  Takaharu Yokoyama
/R Shigeyoshi Cho

The Yokohama Customs building constructed in 1934, has long been a
familiar symbol of Yokohama. The city designated it a historic building in
2001. In particular, the high, domed tower, popularly known as the “queen
tower” (to distinguish it from two other towered buildings known as the
“king tower” and “jack tower”) has been a landmark in the townscape on
the Yokohama waterfront.

This project was intended to add to and remodel the historic customs
building, restoring the original design as much as possible while providing
the floor area, and equipping the building with functions, required by a
present-day customs facility. The three sides of the original building facing
public roads were repaired and restored to their original condition. The
fourth side was removed and replaced with a seven-story addition and a
new, low-rise public space in the courtyard.

Respect was shown for the old design, not only on the exterior but
in the interior spaces as well, but the new portion was given its own
distinctive character. The result is a work of preservation and renewal that
assures continuity, while permitting contrast, between the old and the
new. For example, the roof of the addition was made to hover over the
rest of the building; as a result the building appears to retain its original
silhouette. A glass screen was devised that reduces exposure of the interior
to the western sun while permitting views out toward the harbor. The
materials used in the addition exhibit contrast to those used in the older
parts of the building, but the way the new elevation is divided and the
scale of the elements suggest continuity with elevations in the preexisting
portions of the building. By establishing a relationship in which the old
and the new set off each other, the architects have not only created new
spaces and functions but succeeded in achieving visual harmony between
the old and the new. Moreover, to recreate the spatial ambience at the time
the building was first constructed, despite the absence of any documentary
material from that period, the architects engaged in creative restoration,
using surviving design motifs, and produced attractive spaces. These efforts
have resulted in a well-balanced relationship between preservation and new
construction and have expanded the potential for architectural preservation
in the future.

With respect to the construction, the fact that repairs and additional
construction on this scale—work included preserving records, undertaking
surveys necessary for restoration, determining a restoration policy, and
taking measures to combat liquefaction of the basement area in the
repaired structure—were completed in just two years and nine months is
especially noteworthy. With respect to the preservation and repair work,
a committee made up of experts and representatives of the client, the
architects and the builder was established to plan for survey work, study
the results of the survey, confirm experimental construction work, and
determine the method and extent of construction. Issues arising from the
construction were dealt with concurrently by the committee.

Those engaged in important preservation and repair projects in the
future will no doubt look to the role played by the committee as a model.
In addition, the safety record was excellent, there being no accidents or
injuries throughout the construction period. This is a work worthy of the
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