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Business room on the first floor of the Meiji Life Insurance Company Building. Lounge on the first floor of the Meiji Life Insurance Company Building. Lounge on the first floor of the Meiji Life Insurance Company Building.

98




HLOWHED AW CE LT 518

Exterior view facing Marunouchi-nakadori street.
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Emerging from the Marunouchi district onto the edge of the moat
surrounding the Imperial Palace, we discover the relaxed atmosphere of
a traditional Japanese space. Such landscapes distinctive to Japan, in
which the Japanese can take pride, are becoming increasingly rare. This
particular landscape, however, is one we are able to immerse ourselves in
in the course of everyday urban life. The Meiji Life Insurance Company
Building is more than a historic structure. The facade it presents to the
moat and the greenery of the palace perfectly complements the
landscape. The landscape is beautiful in itself but the building further
enhances it.

The building is not just one of the best buildings to be constructed
since the Meiji period but an indispensable part of the landscape
experienced every day by many people in front of the Imperial Palace.

Ways of preserving facades or parts of buildings have increasingly
been adopted in projects to preserve or restore works of modern
architecture. However, in the case of the Meiji Life Insurance Company
Building, it was decided to preserve the entire building; a highly
attractive, new urban space was generated in the gap between the
building and the Meiji Yasuda Seimei Building behind it. This is a
project of considerable social significance. A historic structure and a
contemporary office building have been made to coexist; a passage and
an atrium have been introduced into the space connecting the two
buildings; a new view toward the Imperial Palace has been created:
lively scenes now unfold within that space; and a uniform urban block
has been restored.

Preserving and restoring a building over a period of five years while
the building continues to be used requires perseverance, but this
approach to preservation and restoration should be adopted in more
projects in the future. Selecting the optimum construction method for
preservation and restoration was probably quite difficult. The Meiji Life
Insurance Company Building, designated an Important Cultural Asset,
was equipped with modern mechanical systems. Now as functional as a
newly constructed building, it continues to be used as leased commercial
space.

Archives of material on the people who created the Meiji Life
Insurance Company Building, the period in which it was built and the
rooms in which historic wartime and postwar events took place have
been opened to the public; many visitors have since visited the facility
and become familiar with the history behind the building. Continued
use-that is, the dynamic preservation of important cultural assets—is far
more meaningful than partial preservation because the presence in our
immediate environment of buildings that have witnessed history can
restore to us our sense of history. This redevelopment project
demonstrates in an immediate way the possibilities for preserving works
of modern architecture.

This office development project was carefully implemented over
many years, from planning and design to construction. It is a joy to
know that the Meiji LIfe Insurance Building, which bears
comparison to classicist buildings constructed in the West in 1934
and which moreover, by its sharp-edged form and horizontal
proportions, suggests the distinctive refinement of Japanese
architecture, will continue in its new guise to be a part of the
landscape by the imperial moat.
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